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COVER. PHOTO 


Hyacinth Orchid, Dipodium punctatum, photographed on The Monk, near | 
Castlemaine, by Tom Patullo. Tom says "Up to the present, I think this is 
the closest to. Bendigo that we have found this orchid. There is,. however, 
an unconfirmed report of it having been found at Sedgwick. An englenyone is - 
being made this month (Dec.) to substantiate this renorts This leafless 
orchid flowers in Dec. an." 


Cover design: Graham Hill. Cover printed by Benaio Modern Press. 
T yping by Diane Hill, Duplicating by Tom Patullo. 


Deadline for next issue is January 23rd 1985 for articles and notices. 
(Typed contributions are preferred, but if this is not possible, then 
please make every effort to use neat, legible hand writing or printing. ) 
Articles from Whirrakee may be reproduced, but permission should be sought 
from the Bendigo Field Naturalists Club, and acknowledgment given to the 
author and the club. 

All back numbers except Vol. 3(10) are available, ote a cost of 50 cents . 
each. Complete sets of Vols. 1, 2, and 4 can be supplied at a cost of 
$5.00. per volume. (Postage foenot included in the above prices.) 


- EDITOR'S PAGE - 


This edition of Whirrakee sees a significant landmark achieved, with the 
completion of the fifth volume. After five years, and 55 individual parts, 
Whirrakee has become a very important aspect of club life, and has fulfilled. 
its aim of providing a vehicle for original observations by members. Although 
not really a ‘magazine in the sense that 'The Bendigo Naturalist" was, Whirrakee 
has gone a long way towards filling the void left by the demise of the Naturalist, 
The five volumes of Whirrakee contain a very substantial amount of information 
on the natural history of. our region, with many new records, particularly of 
plants and birds. My main, and continuing, regret is that the method of 
reproduction we use precludes photographs. I would really like to see Whirrakee 
become more magazine like, with Photographs illustrating articles, apart from 
the cover, in at least a few issues per year. 


There-are many people to thank for your Whirrakee, apart from the editor, the 
most important of whom is the typist. Diane Hill has typed nearly all the 
Whirrakees, often under pressure because either the contributors or the editor, 
or both in combination, were running late. Victoria Fyffe has also helped out 
from time to time, with both typing and editing. Graham Hill has designed the 

_ covers from the first issue, and there is no doubt in my mind that. the’ 
distinctive and attractive covers were a very important factor in the .acceptance 
of Whirrakee by members. Chris Bunn organises the mailing labels. A very _ 
important member of the team is the printers Tom Patullo operates the’ club 
duplicator, and organises printing of the covers by. Kevin Albert at Béridigo 
Modern Press. Tom also has charge of the collating and mailing operation. * — 
His regular helpers are Mrs Patullo, Mr and Mrs McMaster and Mr and Mrs Malone. 
When Tom took over this aspect of the work (voluntarily,.at his own suggestion) 
a considerable amount. of pressure was taken off myself, at a time when I was 
beginning to find it a bit much to cope with, especially“in view of some rather 
troubling family héalth problems. These have continued, and I would not‘be 
editing Whirrakee now if my work load had not’ been significantly reduced. I 
have indicated to the Committee that I may not be able to continue much 
longer. Although I would regret being forced to such a decision, in many: ways, 
Whirrakee is a constant drain of time and emotion, and family life suffers. 
However, reverting to the thankyou theme, it remains to thank the many 
contributors of articles, notes and reports, for ultimately they determine the 
Success of Whirrakee. Between us, we must be on-the: right track. More than one 
person has said to me that’ Whirrakee is about the’ only magazine they get 


which they always read from cover to cover, If I have any part in that, it is 
perhaps, my editorial philosophy that articles should flow for easy reading, 
while being as grammatically and technically correct as possible, but preserving 
the distinctive style of the author as far as possible. This is an editorial 
tightrope, but no one has yet complained to me of myitreatment of their 
contributions. If Ihave offended anyone, than?I apologise. I have no wish 

to offend, but the overriding desire is the one stated above, 


Finally, some reminders: .. . etiial® order igs : mo Sedy 
1. If your subscription. is still unpaid you should receive a reminder notice 
with this issue, which -will be the last. posted to you if you are still it 
unfinancial when the January/February issue is due. - 1 o 9 , 

2. CHRISTMAS SOCIAL - Please note details on diary page, but especially the : 
change of date to THURSDAY Dec. 13, and the venue ‘of Strathdale Senior Citizens 
Rooms in Strathdale! Park Crook St, This should be ideal for children, because 
of the park and, playground ‘setting. ~ Rae ; 


Eric Wilkinson 
Editor, 


3. 


WHIPSTICK LAND PURCHASES 
) Wrst row by Peter Ellis 


During the last twelve years the Forests Commission has made considerable 
and worthwhile land purchases in the Whipstick. Some have been important 
corridor blocks such as Allotment 16 of Whirrakee B which together with 

17, 18, and 20 enabled the gap to be clased in the crown lands between the.- 
Northern and Southern sections of the Whipstick Forest Park, thus making. 
them into a single viable unit of public land, Other blocks have valuable and 
rare species of plants such as the Kamarooka Mallee (Eucalyptus froggattii). 
Allotment 9 of Whirrakee A which has just -been acquired has the only 
significant stands of Bent-leaf wattle (Acacia flexifolia) which is a winter 
flowering species; and an interesting rock formation known as the "Wallaby 
Caves", 


Such has been the success of this program of acquisition that only two blocks 
from the nine requested in the original B.F.N.C. submission remain outstanding. 
One of these has been recently offered for sale, but funds are not available 
at present. 


The original B.F.N.C. submission of 1971 listed several specific priority | 
areas only, . although generally recommending that any additional uncleared 
allotments: attached to public land should be considered as they became 
available. The Government over the last 12 years has in fact managed ‘to 
acquire some large parcels of corridor areas made up of some smaller blocks, 
and these total 26allotments in all. (4819 acres). re 


This contrasts with the Field Naturalists criginal list mainly because’ the 
Club felt the need to keep to a short list of high priority tied to possible 
‘limited funding. They had of course no way of anticipating which or what - 
additonal uncléared areas might become ‘available. 


The fact that these extra anéas have been acquired has been tremendous, and 
resulted in considerable consolidation of the central and northern Whipstick 


public lands. It is hoped that the program of acquisition can be continued 
as funds’ and further land becoine available. — : fe 


In view of the near completior. of acquisition of the B.F.N.C. priority 
blocks, the time is now right for a review of the balance of Whipstick 
private lands and a new priority list for the purchase by the appropriate 
Government as more funds are illotted. This is essential to ensure finds are 
in fact available on an ongoing basis to purchase lands when they do 

become available. =. ~ «> F fey ie 3 

It should be emphasised, firstly, that the land is only acquired after it 
comes onto the market, or has been offered directly to the Forests Commission 
or the Ministry for Conservetion, (which have since been restructured under 
one Minister for the Crown, és the Department of Conservation, Forests and 
Lands. ) ‘Sn aie ar ; 


There have not been any pressures or compulsory acquisition forced upon - 
any landowners, Secondly, mny remaining areas are partly or wholly cleared 
and used for traditional fe rming practices, crops, sheep, or eucalyptus oil 
production, and these area; are generally best mantained under private 
ownership. ST pt A fe 


If in due course an owner decides to sell or retire and the land could be 
threatened under new owasrship with pressures to change the land use to 

less compatible forms, ’ hen circumstances may arise where it would be 
desirable that these 1.2ads be returned to the Crown. As it is impossible to 
anticipate these chang2s in advance a continued source of funding to purchase 
lands as they become ‘i:vailable is still very desirable. This would apply 
mainly in areas in Wrivrakee where the land is enclosed by Forest Park and 
Crown Lands, and in several small sections of the Eaglehawk end of the 
Forest Park. 


4. 
WHIPSTICK LAND PURCHASES ‘continued 


One example of concern at present is a small cleared block known as 

. Makepeace's in the Parish of Egerton, which poses a threat to the Kamarooka 
Reference Area, not only by its proximity, but by the poor condition of the 

.. fencing,allowing sheep to stray into the Reference area. This small block 
should therefore be of high priority as an exception and contrast 'to other 

cleared areas. 


There are some peripheral areas to the park, particularly in the Parish of 

Bagshot, Egerton, Goornong section which should never have been. cleared 

and are known locally as the "Big Desert". Parts of this land, of very 

dubious agricultural value, are slowly regenerating, and in-the long term 
could be of importance in "squaring off" the. park boundary. 


However the land which remains of vital importance to ‘the Whipstick park is 
that which is mainly uncleared, in a natural condition, and which is either 
a corrider or consolidation unit, or has interesting species of flora and 
fauna or outstanding landscape values. This land is either situated along 
the Tennyson Rd., or in enclaves between the Forest Park and Crown Lands. 


On a different vein apparently there are continual pressures from thé Shires 
{of Huntly and Marong to have the Whipstick I.D.0. transferred to their control 
from that of the Loddon Campaspe Regional Planning Authority. In view of ‘the 

large areas of enclaves of private land remaining in the Whipstick Park 

area, this move must be resisted at all costs. In the first instance the 

_ Shires had the opportunity to implement the Whipstick.I.D.0., but back-. 
pedalled under pressure from persons with pecuniary interests. Areas near 

the Whipstick and managed by the Shires have fallen to land development, 

hobby farming and the like, and with the "Big Desert" as another example, 

one wonders ten years later just what the conservation situation in the 
Whipstick would have been if the Shires had had their way. 


Editor's footnote . wom en STS a 

A map prepared by Graham Hill appears on page 5 , and this shows very 
clearly the extent of the purchased land, and how it has filled in the gaps 
which separated the northern and southern sections of the Forest Park,. The 
case for "one park, one Management" is now very much stronger than it was 
when the Land Conservation Council made its recommendations for fragmented 
management. The Governments concerned, of both political persuasions, are 
to be congratulated on a very worthwhile achievement in substantially 
increasing the Whipstick public lands. Peter Ellis, Graham Hill and Jack 
Kellam are preparing a.revised list of priorities for future purchases,’ to 
present to the Committee, for transmission to the Minister. . 


As a matter of historic interest, on the reverse side of the map appears a 
facsimile copy of a letter from the Director of the then National Parks 
Authority, Mr P. Crosbie Morrison, in response to a letter from this club 
in 1958, which really marked the beginning of the conservation effort by 
this club for preservation of the Whipstick. Peter Ellis produced the 
Photocopy and suggested it might be of interest for its content, and 
Crosbie Morrison's signature. 
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=] ORIGINAL STATE FOREST 
sl 9,049 ha (22,360 acres) 


ENDIGO ORIGINAL CROWN LAND 
; 3,004 ha (7,423 acres) 


il 3) th GOVERNMENT PURCHASED LAND 
re — fered 1,940 ha (4,794 acres) 
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VICTORIA 


NATIONAL PARKS AUTHORITY 


TELEPHONE : OBSERVATORY BUILDING 
MF 1266 
DOMAIN 
REF. No. SOUTH YARRA, S.E.1 


26th February, 1958. 


ir. Arthur I. Ebdon, 

Hon. Secretary, 

Bendigo Field Naturalists Club, 
45 Lucan Street, 

BENDIGO. VIC. 


Dear Mr. Ebdon, 


Thank you for the very clear and detailed setting ‘ 
out of the requests for the reservation of the two areas — Sedgwick 
and Whinstick Mallee, as National Parks. As I think you are already~- 
aware, this Authority has no power to declare any area to be a 
National Park; Parliament retains that right to itself; and not even . 
the Governor-in-Council has power to make such reservations. However, 
it is vossible for us to make appropriate recommendations. Our 
Minister (who is also the Chairman of the Authority) wee can carry 
these recommendations to Cabinet and use his influence to have the 
necessary legislation introduced into Parliament. I have already had 
a preliminary discussion of your representations with the Minister and 
have found him prepared to be sympathetic. ; 


I notice that all the material you have sent to me is 
duplicated. Have you ample supplies of copies, or alternatively have 
you retained the stencils? If so, nerhans it would not be asking too 
much for you to send me 15 copies of the whole submission. T should 
then be able to pass one set to each Member of the Authority and also 
pass a set on to the Premier and to a couple of other Ministers who 
would be vitally interested. 


Please do not go to any trouble of having the material 
re-typed if you do not have the stencils available; the only trouble 
then will be that it will take a good deal longer to pass the one copy 
from hand to hand, leaving each person time to read it and digest it. 
Personally I think the recommendations are thoroughly sound and I hope 
it will come to fruition. 2 


There is just one small point on which you might 
enlighten me. I do not see anywhere in your material an indication of 
who holds the land at present. I assume that all the land you ask for 
is Crown Land of one sort or another, and not in private ownership, 
but is it now administered by the Lands Devartment, the Forests 
Commission or who? 


With kind regards, 


ete 
MORRISON, 
Director. 


IN A NATIVE GARDEN 
by Tom Patullo 


Unusual Bird Visitors . to Maiden Gully. 


Feeding on nectar from a late flowering crevillea was an unusually marked 
Honeyeater., As it flashed across the driveway on my approach, I was able 
to note a fair amount of yellow, near black and some white. As the bird. 
landed and sat for a while in some thick foliage, I noted the yellow in 
the lower part of the wing, black upper body and lighter colour on the 
lower parts. I was able to determine that there were no striations on the 
breast. The observation was fleeting however, as the bird appeared to be 
very shy. 


The next day I had another fleeting glimpse of the same bird. On trying to 
identify it. from Slater's book, I settled for either one of two birds, 

the Crescent Honeyeater or the Painted Honeyeater, with the odds ‘slightly 
favouring the Crescent Honeyeater, as the underparts did not appear to 

be as white as in the illustration of the Painted Honeyeater. 


During the last week in November. I have observed a pair of White browed Wood 
Swallows. These are uncommon visitors to our area. The Dusky Woodswallows 
nest in our garden every year. 


Also during. the last few days we have had the Rainbow Birds in our area. 
We see’ them every year. This morning (Dec. lst) the Rufous Whistler was 
calling, the first time I have heard him this year, and as ‘usual a pair | 
of Willie Wagtails have nested in our front garden. 


ek ok kk kk ek ee 


PSUS EEO D EES by Barbara Salter. 
The nest of the White-winged Chough is a solid construction of mud, 
reinforced with bark, grass, and fine twigs. Being very heavy, some fall. 
down when older; however, a nest may be used several times, not only by 
Choughs, but by other species such as Bronzewing Pigeons and Wood-swallows , 
who fill Up? the space matte with fine twigs, until’ the desired shape is. 
obtained, 


I had once thought that the nest had some sere of drainage system to’ cope 
with heavy rain, but this cannot be so. Recently I have observed, on two 
occasions after quite heavy rain, birds perching on the rim of old nests, _ 
leaning over to drink, and jumping in for a splash. Striated Pardalotes, 
White-browed Woodeawatloneh Fuscous Honeyeaters, and Red Wattlebirds were 
the species engaged. 


Choughs , of course, ‘Like to make use of nests Btredce of the nes ine season, 
jumping in and out, sitting therein, and gathering around in a close group 
making: a groat dea of ONES Say having fun. 


Convent of Mercy, 
Barkly St., Bendigo. 
11.11. 84 

The Editor,. "Whirrakee", Bendigo. 


Dear Mr Wilkinson, 

Please find enclosed herewith a cheque for a renewal 
of my subscription for "Whirrakee", a magazine I look forward to receiving 
and reading. As I am not in a position to be involved in any activities © 
I try to keep abreast py SCENE © ESSRE ARE activities in which your members 
partake, 


-I enclose the following account only from the point of 
view of interest: and also with a query, I include the account because of 
the excitement it evoked (in me). 


Spite Bu all the work you put into "Whirrakee", 


“Yours sincerely 
(Sr) Margaret Henderson. 


SIGHT ING OF (2) GRASS WHISTLE DUCK FAMILY AT BARV ADOW , AND PROTECTIVE 
BEHAVIOUR OF THE MALE. 
By Sister Margaret Henderson. 


On oneuinen 8,:I- was Sergine towards Bendigo along the Barnadown Road. __ 
Just on 6 p.m. a family of ducks crossed the road about twenty metres ahead. 
The female, with five ducklings in tow, was followed by the slightly | 
bigger male. I drew level just as they moved into the grass at the side 

of the road. I stopped the car on the gravel, parallel with the family in 
order to get a closer view. Mum and the ducklings froze' about a metre 

from the car, but not Dad. He flew off along the gravel fairly slowly - 

his long legs trailing, now and again touching , the road with his webbed 
feet. He seemed too, to be drooping and dragging his left wing. 


Realizing I'd distressed the bird, and not wishing to alarm it further 
(though disappointed at loosing the opportunity for a closer look at the 
female and her young), I returned to the road and accelerated slowly.. — 
To my amazement the male then flew directly in front of the car, but no 
higher than one metre from the’ piel ie sound see its white WiFNet PORES ANTERAS) 
but not its neck.and head. = 


When the car was about one. kilometre from his family the duck len off £0 
my left but continued to fly parallel with it, about five metres from the 
ground. It flew at this height for another 50 metres and then circled high 
above the car turning and ae back above the road in the direction of 
our initial meeting. 


The nearest I can ‘come ‘to naming the bird is to say it was a "Grass 
Whistle Duck". The closest view I had was from the rear and it seemed to be 
a thin long necked bird about 20° inches high, white and grey feathers with 
pale dangling legs (webbed feet). Foolishly I kept the car radio on and 
wasn't alert enough to listen for its call. On the ground, both the male 
and female: seemed to be covered with light mottled brown feathers. 


A few minutes after this, as I neared the turn to Bagshot I came upon eight 
Spur-winged Plovers huddled together in the middle of the road. As I pulled 
up to prevent hitting them, they ran, and flew off almost reluctantly. 

Then I saw the object of nein attentions. Acrpss in front of the car, into 
my line of vision, zig-zagged very quickly a fat, glossy blue tongue lizard. 
Glad to live another day he disappeared into the long grass. Perhaps the 
Plovers returned when I passed, as they were still in close proximity 
eyeing us both. 


(Perhaps one of our 'birdos' may care to comment on the correctness or 
otherwise of Sister Henderson's identification of Grass Whistle Duck, 
and the behaviour of the male duck?) 


STRIATED PARDALOTE - Pardalotus striatus 


B.F.N.C. Bird Observers Group Bird of the Night Discussion, October 1984 


APPEARANCE: There are several-recognised races of the Striated Pardalote.— 
General features common to all races are that they are small birds 95-115 mm 
long, with short tails, short, blunt, bills, and in general olive-brown in 
colour above, with yellow throat, the remainder underneath being buf£-coloured. 
Females are duller in both colour and degree of contrast. The Yellow-tipped 
Pardalote has a white, striped crown in common with the Striated, and 
Eastern Striated Pardalotes, but is distinguished by a narrow white wing- 
stripe and a bright yellow spot at the beginning of the wing stripe. 

The Striated Pardalote has a broad white wing stripe and an orange - to red 
wing-spot. The Eastern Striated Pardalote has an orange to red wing -spot | 
but a narrow white wing stripe. The Black-headed Pardalote, which is not 
found in’ Victoria, is described as having a plain black crown broad white 
wing-stripe and red wing-spot. 


CALL: a two syllable call sometimes three syliabien a more subdued trill, 
and < ‘other quiet: notes. 


FOOD: “This consists of a large variety of insects from grubs and caterpillars 
to the mature forms, and includes ants, flies, wasps, grasshoppers, cicadas, 
scale insects , native bees, etc.. 


HABIT AT ; Striated Pardalotes are commonly found throughout all types of 
forest and mallee habitat in the Bendigo District. The Eastern Striated 
Pardalote is perhaps found less commonly throughout the district, but 
intermediate forms of the two races are, also found, indicating that .cross- 
breeding occurs. 

The Yellow-tipped Pardalote, which restricts its breeding location to 
Tasmania, is only rarely observed during winter months in the Bendigo District. 


BREEDING: Usually August or September to January. Nests are built in™ 
hollows of trees, or at the end of a short nest tunnel built into the 

side’ of a cliff, or bank, sandheap, roadside or rail cutting. The nest is 
made of grass , fibre, ae and rootlets, may be dined with feathers and 

may be cup-shaped, domed or partly omed. 

3-5 eggs may be laid, oval shaped and coloured white, Both parent birds 

help to build the neat incubate the eggs and feed the young. The incubation 
period is usually about 15 days, and ‘the fledging period about 22- 25 days. - 


HABITS: Striated Pe ardelowes are Found throughout almost the whole of © 
Australia and Tasmania. Some birds appear to be sedentary, and yet: others 
appear to be wanderers. Although occasionally seen to feed on the ground, 
they usually feed among the foliage. of Eucalyptus and Acacia trees and 
are not readily seen, — _ They. are mainly detected by their frequent calls. 


GENERAL: The broad white wing-stripe is made up of the white edges of 

5-7 wing feathers, whereas the. edges of two feathers THERRE up EN narrow 
wing-stripe. 

Pardalotes are among our,.tamest of birds. Frequently ee a: pomsen neppehe? S 
to be close to the nest, a Pardalote. will alight on a low branch. Web aAERSS 
a few feet of the Gin aeceve. and utter: quiet little calls. — 

A variety of nesting sites has been cbserved, including a plank | of wood” 

with a-hole 50mm in CEE) behind which a erg Tick was BS eL ed: 


Compiled by Bill Flentje. 


10. 


BIRD NOES AND OBSERVATIONS, NOVEMBER 1984 MEET ING" 
Highlight.-- A pair of Little Eagles with three young. 


The: “Meeting. 
Mr Bill Flentje gave a most enjoyable talk on our local birds, by combining 
the showing of colour slides and playing the different calls ae the birds . 


shown. That he has managed to photograph and record 37 of our feathered 
friends with the help of Mr Will Burgess is a major achievement. 


Observations 


Three well grown young Little Eagles were seen in a nest at Mt. Korong on . 
12th October. The observer was lucky enough to see one of the parents come 
to the nest to feed the chicks. The young birds spent the morning well down 
in the nest with only their heads showing, but after lunch, as the day 
warmed up, they perched on the edge of the nest. According to all the bird. : 
books, three young appears to be an unusually large family for the Little 
Eagle. Jack and Lindsay Cupper, in their book "Hawks in Focus", say that 
‘they have ' recorded about thirty clutches, all except three consisting of 
two eggs, there being two sets of three and one single egg. There must be 
an extremely abundant food SUD LY, for the pair of Little Eagles to have 
reared three young. 


At the Terricks State Forest, on 18th October, a pair of Woaeies Te ; 
Eagles had two eaglets in their eyrie. The same nest contained one young 
at the time of the Bendigo Bird Observers' Group camp in November 1983.,.- 
Closer to home, at Strathfieldsaye, a Brown Goshawk was recorded nesting 
(29.10.84) 60 feet up a Yellow Gum. As the observers watched one of the 
birds, about 1 km from its nest, it was attacked repeatedly by a Black- 
shouldenad Kite. 


A Tawny Frogmouth, perched next to a younger member of its family, was seen. 
near the Eppalock School on 2nd November. Two Masked Woodswallows were. ; 
observed, with a large flock of White-browed Woodswallows, at Strathfieldsaye 
on 29th October, while two White-backed Swallows were seen at Huntly on 

14th October, Since early October, large parties of White-browed and .. 
Masked ‘Woodswallows have been observed at the Terricks State Forest near -. 
Mitiamo, Mt. Moliagul, and at several locations near Inglewood. Some birds 
had commenced nesting. Small flocks of the birds are also present in the _ 
Inglewood district. Friends who camped at Hattah, during the last week of 
October, report that great numbers of Woodswallows were seen. 


A solitary Budgerygah was seen 10 km north-west of Inglewood on 29th October 
and eight Cockatiels were seen at the same location on 21st October. A 
Flock of about 20 Cockatiels was seen on Ist November, flying through the 
forest at Kingower without. stopping or calling. They were travelling to 
the north-east. Further afield, at the Barrombogie Reservoir, Chiltern, 

a pair of Turquoise Parrots with a nest and four young was observed on 
25th October. Finally, the Red-capped Dotterel (now called the Red-capped 
Plover), a wader which is rare in the Bendigo district was seen in good 
numbers at Tragowel Swamp. A total of 45 Red-capped Dotterels were counted” 
(28th October) together with seven Red-kneed Dotterels, four Black- fronted 
Dotterels (now Plovers), one Sharp-tailed Sandpiper and six Greenshanks. 
Also in the area were two Brolgas, seen in a paddock probing the ground 
for food. 


COMMITTEE REPORT, 28 November 1984 


1. "Reptiles of Australia" by H.Cogger and "Atlas of Australian Birds" have 
been purchased, and are now in the club library. 


2. A considerable part of the meeting was devoted to the 40th Anniversary 
Programme, proposed by the sub-committee set up for the purpose of 
planning the activities. Details will be announced as early in the new 
year as possible, but the planned activities include a member's 
memorabilia night, an anniversary dinner, a public lecture with a 
distinguished guest speaker to attract outside interest, nature 
trails and wildflower tours - again with public involvement, and hosting 
a W.V.F.N.C.A. meeting to allow sister clubs to share in the celebrations. 


3. Other important parts of the 40th Anniversary are a club history, being 
prepared by Ray Wallace, and a bibliography of articles by members, 
being prepared by John Berry. Both have been invited to the next 
committee meeting to review progress, and to discuss details of 
publication. 


4, John Lindner presented a suggested syllabus for 1985, which was 
modified somewhat to accommodate 4Oth Anniversary activities, and 
decisions made where John presented choices in terms of times and/or 
venues. The final version should be available early in the new year. 


5. A suggestion has been received that the Junior Field Naturalists should 
be re-activated, and preliminary discussions were held on means of 
doing this. 


6. Some discussion was held late in the meeting on the desirability of 
wider promotion of Whirrakee, in an effort to increase circulation, 
and reduce stocks of back numbers. This is to be discussed more fully 
next time. 


PUBLICATIONS RECEIVED 


Australian Natural History Vol.21 No.6 Spring 84. 

Australian Conservation Foundation Vol.16 No.10 Nov.84 

The Geelong Field Naturalist Club Newsletter No. 223, Nov.8u 
The Bird Observer No.634 Nov.1984 

Field Nat. Club of Ballarat Nov.1984 

Environment Victoria. Oct.1984 

Sunraysia Bird Observers Club. Vol.3 No.1 Oct. 84 

Wildlife Research 11(1), 11(2) 
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BENDIGO FIELD NATURALISTS CLUB 
Address for correspondence, P.0. Box 396, Bendigo 3550 


posite bearers for 1gsu- 1985 


PRESIDINT Laurie Teeson 76 Lawson St. Spring Gully 43 
SENIOR VICE PRESIDENT Rob Moors Sedgwick 39 
JUWIOR VICE PRESIDENT John Lindner Burns St., Axedale 39 
SECRET ARY Rod Fyffe 546 Hargreaves St.Bendigo 43 
ASSIST ANT SECRETARY Lyn Hamilton Marong Rd. Maiden Gully 49 
T REASURER Helene ‘Boon Kamarooka 36 
MEMBERSHIP OFFICER Win Demeo Kamarooka 36 
EXCURSION ORGAV ISER John Lindner Burns St., Axedale 39 
LIBRARIAN Glenise Moors Sedgwick 39 
EDIT OR Eric Wilkinson 7 Weathérall St.,Cal.Gully 46 
ASSIST ANT EDITOR _ Victoria Fyffe 546 Hargreaves St.Bendigo 43 
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Membership of the Bendigo Field Naturalists Club is open to all those 
interested in natural history. The membership subscription rates are 
Single $10.00, Family $14.00, Pensioner and Children $6.00. 

Whirrakee subscription only, $10.00. 


General Meetings are held on the second Wednesday of each month at the 
Conference Rooms, Department of Agriculture, Midland Highway, Epsom. — 
Meetings start at 7.30 p.m., and conclude with supper. 

The Annual Meeting is held in September, 


Excursions The assembly point for excursions is outside the Special 


0521 
6254 
7308 
7673 
6224 
9252 
9226 
7308 
6254 
8736 
7673 


Services Complex in Havlin St. East, Bendigo, unless otherwise specified. 
Full day excursions normally commence at 10.00 a.m. (usually on a Sunday). 


Half day excursions normally commence at 2.00 p.m. and may be either a 


Saturday or Sunday. Day or half day excursions are usually held on the 


weekend following the General Meeting. Campouts are held several times 
a year, usually coinciding with long weekends or poy periods. 


The B.F.N.C. has four sub-groups:- © 


The BIRD OBSERVERS. GROUP meets on ‘the first Friday of the month at the 
Agriculture Department, Epsom, at 7.30 p.m. 


-President: John Berry 22 Barrell St., Eaglehawk 46 9921 


Secretary: Salli Dearricott Burns St., Spring Gully 41 1113 


in 


The BOTANY GROUP meets on the fourth Friday of the month at 7.30 p.m. at 
the Biology Lab., Applied Science 1 Building, B.C.A.E.,° (unless otherwise 


announced). 
Convenor: Eric Whiting, 7 Aviary Crt., Kennington. 43 5965, 


The CONSERVATION GROUP meets on the third Tuesday of each month, at 8.00 p.m. 


in member's homes as announced in the monthly diary. 
Convenor: Chris Bunn, Averys Rd., Eaglehawk. 46 8141. 


The MAMMAL SURVEY GROUP meets on the third ‘Thurs day of the month, 
at 8.00 p.m. in member's homes as announced in the monthly diary. 
President: Graham Hill, 31 Curnow St., Golden Square 42 4016 
Secretary: Bill Holsworth, Nabilla Cr., Kennington 43 4063 


MEET IN GS 


Dec. 13 
THURSDAY 


1985 


Wed.Jan. 9 


Wed. Feb.13 


EXCURSIONS ..- 


Sun. Dec.16 


- DIARY - | i 


CHRISTMAS SOCIAL : Friar 

Strathdale Senior Citizens Club rooms, Crook St. 
6.30 p.m., commencing with Casserole Tea. 

B.Y.0. casseroles, sweets, utensils. 


Tea, coffee, milk, sugar, cordial, bread and margarine 


provided. , + 
PLEASE NOTE THE CHANGE OF DATE, AND THE VEN UE. 


_PILM NIGHT 


Two films will be shown - "Man of the Trees" is a film 
about Richard St.Barbe Baker, a conservationist who was 
92 years old at the time, and concerns his efforts to reclaim 
the world's deserts. "Brolga" is a film on the life and 


_. habits of these birds, 


MEMBER'S SLIDE NIGHT 
Holiday Reminiscences 


Canoeing on Coliban River and Lake Eppalock, 
Meet at John and Jean Ipsen's home, "Lyal Glen", at the 


_N.E.corner of the junction of the Redesdale Road and Mang@as 


Lane, Lyell, from 10.00 am, Barbeque lunch, and then canoeing 
in afternoon. Please bring canoes or kayaks if you have them. 


Eddington - canoeing on backwaters of Laanecoorie Reservoir. 


_ Afternoon and evening - barbeque tea. 


BIRD OBSERVERS GROUP 


Fri.Feb.1 


BOT AN Y GROUP 


7.30 pm., Dept. of Agriculture, Epsom 

Member's night. Group members will be showing holiday slides 
and general interest slides, such as photos taken on 
campouts and outings over the last year. Bird of the Night - 
Weebill.. 


No meeting in December. Information on first meeting in 1985 not received, 
Check with Convenor, Hh, Speer? Ba Zs 


CON SERVATION GROUP. 
Information not received - check with Convenor. 
MAMMAL SURVEY GROUP 


Information not received - check with Group Secretary. 


COMMITTEE MEET ING 


Wed. Dec.19 


8.00 Dem. Chris Bunn's home, Averys Rd., Eaglehawk. 


